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EIGHTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 


OF THE 


British Medical Assoctation. 


LONDON, 1918. 


ANNUAL REPRESENTATIVE MEETING. 


Mr. E. B. Turner, F.R.C.S. (Chairman of Representative 
Meetings), in the Chair. 
Tue proceedings of the Annual Representative Meeting 
opened on Thursday, July 25th, 1918, at the Connaught 
Rooms, London, at 10 a.m. The number of Representatives 
resent was 116, and of members of Council other than 
reoscntatives, 16. The return of election of Representa- 
tives and Acting Deputy-Representatives was received, and 
certain apologies for absence were read. The Standing 
Orders of the last Representative Meeting were adopted, as 
was the report of the Agenda Committee, dealing with the 
order of business. : 
It was agreed to exclude representatives of the lay press 
during the consideration of the report of the Central 
Medical War Committee. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 

On the motion of the Cuatrman or Councit, Sir Clifford 
Alibutt was re-elected President of the Association for 
1918-19 by acclamation. The CHarrman, in putting the 
motion, said thatthe Association had in Sir Clifford Allbutt 
a President wixo was not content with the mere per- 


-functory performance of the duties of that position, but 


one who turned up with great regularity at many com- 
mittees and gave the Association the most valuable 


assistance. 


ANNUAL REPORTS OF COUNCIL. 

In moving the approval of the preliminary part of the 
Annual Report, Dr. J. A. MacponaLp said that to the mourn- 
ful obituary had to be added the name of Dr. James Green 
of Portsmouth. In the absence of the Representative for 
Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire, the Cuarrman for- 
mally moved an amendment protesting that the Annual 
Report was too meagre. Dr. Macponatp said that it was 
under sheer compulsion that the Council published a 
»Report less copious than usual, owing to insufficiency of 
paper and to other restrictions. The full Report was sent 
to chairmen and secretaries of the Divisions, along with an 
intimation that any member who wished to get a Report 
could have it. Dr. F.. Rees (Wigan) said that he found 


the Report extremely interesting and very concise; 


thought that most Representatives were pleased that 
the shortage of paper had necessitated a less extended 


document than on former occasions. The amendment 
was lost, and the remainder of the preliminary part of 
the Report was approved. 


Tue Frinancrat Posirion. 

Dr. G, E. Hasutp, the Treasurer, began his statement by 
referring to the loss which the Association had sustained 
in the death of its Financial Secretary. Those who had 
worked with Mr. Guy Elliston knew that his heart had 
been in the work of the Association. The speaker referred 
to Mr. Elliston’s secretaryship of the Medical Insurance 
Agency, through which the medical charities last year 
benefited by asum of £1,000, The success of that agency 
was a lasting memorial to the energy and foresight of 

The finances of the Association had been adversely 
affected by the continuance of the war. After providing 
against depreciation and all visible liabilities, the balance 
to be carried forward to the surplus funds was £2,841. A 
loan of £11,000 from the Central Insurance Defence Fund 
had been paid off. as also had a loan of £600 from the 
Central Emergency Fund; both amounts had been invested 
in national war securities. The receipts of the Associa, 
tion were lower by £1,200, owing to the increase in the 
number of members serving abroad, who paid a reduced 
subscription. The total increase in the expenditure of 
the Council and its Committees was £2,818. As to the 
JouRNAL, the difficulties encountered in 1916 had béen 
accentuated during the year under review. The price 
of paper had continued to advance, until now, for paper 
of an inferior quality, five times the pre-war rate was 
being charged; moreover the uncertainty of the supply 
was still very great. Sufficient paper was in stock to last 
until the end of the year, and there was just a chance 
that by that time the pressure might'be relieved. Unfor- 
tunately, a reserve of paper amounting to 61 tons was 
destroyed by fire, and it was possible to get a permit from 
the Government for only two-thirds of that quantity. The 
expenditure on paper for the JournaL and SupPLEMENT 
and address bands in 1916 was £8,000, in 1917 it was close 
upon £13,000, or more than half as much again. The cost 
of printing was also higher. A satisfactory feature of the 
JOURNAL accounts was- an increase of advertisement 
revenue by £1,400. That showed the stability of the 
JOURNAL, but in reckoning upon this asset, regard must be 
paid to the diminished number of pages in present issues; 
the increased rate for advertisements would not com- 
pensate for the necessary reductions in advertisement 
space. 
rithe financial part of the Report was then agreed to 
without discussion. 

THE .JoURNAL. 

Major AtBert Lucas (Chairman of the Journat Com- 
mittee) said that he wished to echo the sentiments which 
the Treasurer had expressed with regard to the late Guy 
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Elliston. Mr. Elliston was always most keenly alive to 
the interests of the Association, and worked most en- 
thusiastically for it. In every little point affecting the 
financial side of the Association he was always most 
astute; not only so, but when he died Major Lucas said 
that he for one felt that he had lost a personal friend. 
he year had been one of the greatest difficulty in regard 
to the production’ of any newspaper. It had been an- 
ticipated that the paper supply would be cut down, but 
it had been cut down more drastically than was ex- 
pected, and instead of having, as in pre-war times, 
about sixty or seventy pages of literary matter and as 
many of advertisements, the weekly issue now contained 
sixty-four pages, divided about equally between literary 
and advertising matter. It was much easier to pub- 
lish a full paper than a condensed one, but he considered 
that the condensation had been a great success. The 
time might arrive, if war conditions continued, when 
it would become necessary to cut down still more. The 
price of the Journa to non-members had been raised to 
one shilling; in spite of this increased charge as many 
copies were being sold as before. The raising of the price 
meant that non-members of the Association were paying 
as much or more for the JourNnaL than members paid 
for all the advantages of tle Association. Dr. Horner's 
arvice as Assistant Editor had been entirely satisfactory. 
He had worked very loyally with the Editor, and the 
Committee had been very pleased with his work. Lieut.- 
Colonel Guy Stephen had resigned his office as Sub- Editor, 
and the Committee had granted him a retiring allowance 
in view of his satisfactory service for about fifteen years. 


Accident Insurance. 

Dr. S. CrawsHaw (Ashton-under-Lyne) moved that the 
Association publish a medical annual, and, further, that a 
system of accident insurance be formulated in connexion 
with the JournaL. He said that the first suggestion was, 
he understood, in process of being carried out; as to the 
second, he thought that some form of accident insurance 
or sickness insurance to be included in the regular 
subscription would bring in more members. 

Major-Lucas said that a handbook had been issued at 
an expenditure of £130, and the Cuairman added, in reply 
to Dr. CRawsHAw, that it was hoped to make the handbook 
an annual production. 

Major Lucas said that the question of an accident policy 
had been previously considered and reported on in 1909-10; 
the Council was then advised that the establishment of 
such a policy was legally impracticable on any footing 
which would involve the Association in pecuniary liability, 
and, further, even if there were no legal obstacles, it would 
lower the prestige of the JouRNAL. 

The rider was withdrawn, and the Report under the 
heading of the JourNaL approved. 

: CenTRaL MepicaL War CoMMITTBE. 

Dr. T. JENNER VERRALL, Chairman of the Central 
Medical War Committee, said that up to November last 
the Committee continued its relations as aforetime with 
the War Office, but the Ministry of National Service then 
took over all questions relating to recruiting, including the 
supply of medical officers. From the beginning of its 
relations with the new Ministry every effort had been 
made to establish efficient and cordial correspondence, and 
the Ministry did not take important steps without seeking 
the advice of the Committee. No Ministry could possibiy 
promise that in any given case or continuously the advice 
of the Committee would be taken; but the Committee had 
the machinery by which it could ascertain the condition of 
medical man power throughout the country, and all the 
informa ion it possessed was placed at the disposal of the 
Ministry. In July, 1917, the Committee informed the late 
D.G.A.M.S. that the supply of doctors would dry up; that did 
not mean that no more medical men would go into the army. 
Kvery year a number of men became qualified and available 
for military service, and in the case of many others the 
local conditions which made military service impossible or 
extremely difficult had become modified. What the Com- 
mittee meant was that the task of supplying vacancies 
became harder as time went on. That this statement was 
justified was proved by the fact that, taking the period 
from January, 1918, to the present time, the Committee 
ad fallen behind in the supply of deficiencies to the 
2xtent of over 150 men, and that at a time when the 


- best to look ahead. 


army was crying out for doctors. 

position of medical students, Sir Donald MacAlister h 
expressed the opinion that the outlook for those becomiy 
qualified was better than twelve months ago. Applica 
tions for demobilization gave the Committee, and Tore 
especially the executive subcommittee, many searchin 
of heart. During the past few weeks, however, the 
authorities had intimated that in the present emergeng 
no more applications of the kind could be entertained, y 
the “ present emergency ” was meant the situation which 
had developed on the western front since March. Applica. 
tions for demobilization must therefore be received with 
great hesitation, and granted in only a very few instanceg, 
The Committee had urged that when demobilization wag’ 
asked for on any ground at the request of the Committee 
—not at the request of the officer—the gratuity should _ 
not be forfeited. ‘That concession had not yet been made, 
As to general demobilization, the Committee was doing its 


Military Service Act, 1918. 
The following resolution standing in the name of the 
Brighton Division was then considered : 


That in the opinion of this Representative Body, ag the 
medical profession, either as medical officers in the navy, 
army or air service or as civilian practitioners, have, with 
negligible exceptions, rendered ungrudging assistance to 
their King and country, any conscription extended beyond’ 
the age limit determined on for the rest of the nation ang 
moreover differentin character and of the nature of an in.” 
dustrial conscription, which has constantly been repudiated’ 
by the Government, is totally unnecessary and unwarranted, 
It is an unjustifiable reflection on their patiotism embodied 
for all time in an Act of Parliament. This Representative 
Body regrets that the Council did not find it possible to” 
object to the proposed special treatment of the profession,” 
and considers it necessary to place on record this protest. 7 


In support of this it was pointed out that it was not any 


want of patriotism or any hanging back of the older men _ 


which dictated this amendment. In the administration of 
medical service in Sussex the difficulty had been to keep, 
the older men back. The motion was framed because the? 
Division felt that whereas the Government had given a. 
distinct assurance to the representatives of labour that) 
there should be no industrial conscription, it had meted” 
out to the medical profession alone a form of professiqnal_ 
conscription. 

Dr. F, A. L’E. Burces (Birmingham Central) thought, 
the Council right in not protesting against the raising of 
the military age for the medical profession above the age 
determined on for the rest of the nation. Several large. 
industrial areas—his own, for instance—requested the 
Central Medical War Committee to ask the Government 
to raise the military age. The great majority of medical. 
men were absolutely patriotic, and had done their utmost 
to help in the war, but it had happened in ‘some districts _ 
that one man was not doing his duty, and it was this 
exception they wanted to reach. By raising the military 
age there would be no further difficulty. A 

Dr. Macponatp (Chairman of Council) reminded the- 
meeting that the subject of the conscription of the pro- 
fession as apart from the rest of the community was raised 
in the Representative Meeting last year, when the report 


of the Council on this subject was approved and a contrary _ 
amendment defeated. Speaking for himself, he said that— 


he did not object to conscription when it was done openly; 
what he did object to was the backhanded manner in 
which this particular conscription was brought about. The 


Representative Meeting, however, had clearly agreed to 


the principle of conscripting the whole profession. 
Dr. James Parton (Gateshead) said that those remaining 


in civil practice in industrial districts were already so_ 
overworked that it would be impossible to carry on if more — 


men were taken from among those of higher age. It was 
impossible for a medical man to get a holiday because he 


could not get a locumtenent. Strong representations should | 
be made that the medical aspect of the matter should be — 


reviewed. 


Dr. E. H, Wittock (Croydon) said that the action of the ~ 
Government in this particular was one of the sanest pieces” 
of recent statesmanship. It had to consider both military ~ 


and civil necessities. He agreed that the medical men 
in the army should be used to the very fullest purpose, 


and that there should not be the waste which had gone 0a.7 
up to the present, but he felt that he interpreted the | 
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ing of his brethren when he said that they wished to 
eehere they were most wanted. Speaking as one in 
peral practice himself, he felt that if they only set to 

od organized their private work they could do a great 

a more thau at present. 

»f. Rees (Wigan) said that they ought to feel proud that 
geGovernment recognized them, as being a body of men 
wlio, were essential to the life of the country, and who 
vin do their work efficiently up to a higher age than 
ot 


jers. Personally he felt proud to have passed lately as: 


» Grade I man, and he would be very willing to do any- 
thing that he was asked to do. He was still not convinced 
ib the Government was doing its best with the men at 
tg disposal, but he did not see how things could be altered 
present. 
am J. W. Jonnson (Bury) said that it was for the Local 
ical War Committees to make arrangements for the 
yorking of the practices of the men who had gone, There 
een men eager to take advantage of the absence of 
their fellow practitioners, but he now found a greater pro- 
sity on the part of some of these men to help their 
colleagues. 
Dr. VERRALL said that even if he were to agree with the 
jan of Council in his criticism of the manner in 
which this thing was carried inside Parliament or fostered 
wide, stil, if the meeting recalled what it did last year 
when it threw out an- amendment in the name of Liver- 
testing against this very thing, it could not accept 
{he Brighton amendment now. ‘The necessities of the 
times and the making of the utmost use of the medical 
gsion were the justification. - 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that under the Act the 
Government had the power when the emergency arose 
fo apply to ~~ | portion of the community the measures 
sieady applied to the medical profession; it was more 
satisfactory to have them applied directly in the House of 
Commons than subsequently by an Order in Council. 

The amendment was put to the meeting and lost. 

Dr. J. Stevens (Edinburgh) moved as an amendment 
thitno medical man should be conscribed into the ranks 


unless he had refused to take a commission. He held that: 


iffor any reason a practitioner felt that he could not under- 
uke this new civil work, he ought to be given the oppor- 
tality of accepting a commission before he was conscribed. 

Dr. R. A. Lunpmm (Edinburgh), in seconding, said that 
thé medical profession had been placed in a most 
invidious position by the regulations which practically 
forced them to poate 1 civil practice. As holders of a com- 
nigsion, these older men would in many cases have easier 
waditions of work than if forced to undertake heavy 
divi practice; it would lighten the situation if they had the 
oer of a commission before being conscribed into the ranks. 

Dr. W. F. DeaRDEN (Manchester) said that if a medical 
man accepted the standard exemption or certificate of 
protection he agreed when called on to undertake any civil 
service required by the National Service Ministry. If he 
kigw himself to be unsuitable for the allotted sphere, his 
refusal to accept the condition would mean that he must 
gointo the army as a private. 

Dr. VeRRALL said that a man might be unfit to perform 
nilitary service and yet be quite fit to do ordinary medical 
work. It might be impossible on physical grounds to grant 
hima commission, although he would be capable of civil 
practice. The object of the new legislation being to get 
more doctors to serve as doctors, it was very unlikely that 
any medical man would be used in any non-medical occupa- 
tion if it was at all possible for him to do any medical work. 

This amendment also was lost. 


Economy in Military Medical Service. 
Dr. G. E. Hastie (Westminster) moved a rider: 


| That this Representative Meeting, in view of the feeling that 


services of the medical men in the army are not being 
fully utilized, urges the necessity of publishing the report 
of the Commission to France on the medical work in the 
army, or of giving the Central Medical War Committee 
access to such report. 


PHXe said that much was heard of waste of medical man 


‘Ppower in the army and of men not fully utilized. The 
Commission was sent to France because of dissatisfaction 
“| tithe waste of medical power. The report had not been 
} published; tle Under Secretary of State had refused to 
} Present it to tiie House of Commons, and the Commis- 
} sion was not asked to pursue any further investigations. 


The only reply from the Government was to raise the 
to 56. The Central Medical War Committee was not oly 
the medical tribunal, but the recruiting centre of medical 
officers for the army, and if it was its function to find such 


men for the army, it was only right that the Committee — 


should know whether the men they found were being used- 
properly or extravagantly. 

Dr. Howakp (Gloucestershire) said that the 
wastage of medical power in France was appalling. 


Dr. C. Burtar (Kensington) said that unless something: 


definite were to result from passing the resolution, it 
would be better to leave matters alone. 

Dr. Joun Crarke (Woolwich) referred to the action of 
engineers and workers in skilled crafts who had insisted 
upon certain facts being laid before them by the Goyern- 
ment. Could not the medical profession insist upon 
similar treatment ? 

Dr. J. A. Macponatp said that be would admit De. 
Clarke’s position if medical men had the power of the 
vote behind them, as the munition workers had, If the 
Government was informed that the withdrawal of men 
from civil practice had almost reached its limit, and that 
in default of definite proof that the army was making the 
best use of the men the Central.Medical War Committee 
had furnished it could take no further action, the Goyern- 
ment might take the matter out of the hands of a pro- 
fessional body, hand it over to its own recruiting organiza- 
tion, and take any men it pleased. 

In the course of the discussion it was pointed out. that 
the Committee had tried, and other Teeole had tried, to 
gain access to this report and had been repulsed. But those 
who were in the service at the moment were satisfied that, 
whether the report was ever published or not, something 
must have been done which had altered matters consider- 
ably. Some influence had been at work for good in the 
way of better organization and economy. The majority of 
men in the service who were anxious for work had always 
found it, whether at home or abroad. 

Dr. H. F. Oxpuam (Lancaster) said that while the 
profession was proud that the Committee had been given 
its present powers, it would be quite fair for it to tell the 
Government that if it was to continue to do the work 
efficiently it must know the ground it had to trayerse. 
The best way of focussing the demand would be to alter 
the rider by omitting the suggestion with regard to the 
publication of the report, and concentrating on. the 
desirability that the Committee should have access to it.- 
He moves an amendment in that sense, which Dr. Haslip 
accepted. 

Dr. VERRALL said that if the non-publication of the report 
was a detriment to recruiting it was their duty to make 
the demand upon the Government. They could only have 
suspicions as to what the report contained, but they might 
draw conclusions and regard it ‘as possible that some of 
the proposals were now being 

The rider was then agreed to in the following form: 

That this Representative Meeting, in view of the feeling that 

the services of medical men in the army are not being fully 
utilized, ures the necessity of giving the Central Medical 
War Committee and the Scottish Medical Service Emergency 
Committee access to the report of the Commission of Inquiry 
in France. 

Dr. Noy Scott (Plymouth) raised the question of medical 
students in a position to pass certain professional examina- 
tions. What was the position of a student who, hayin 
qualified by attendance and certificates to enter had 
failed in the actual examination ? 

Dr. VERRALL said that in such a case the dean of th 
school could exercise discretion if he decided that the 
student ought to have another chance before being called 
up for service, there could be no doubt that he would be 
allowed to go up again. If a man deliberately failed he 
could be called up at once. 


Expenses of Medical War Committees. 

With regard to several riders on the paper ex seed. 
the view that out-of-pocket expenses of the Central 
Local Medical War Committees should be paid by the 
Government, Dr. MacponaLp said that it had been left 
to the officers of the Association to watch for a favourable 
time to apply for a subvention. That time, in their 

inion, had not yet arrived. If it was desired to keep 


the Committee in any position of independence they must. 


be prepared to pay for it. 
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The Cuarrman said there was a strong feeling on the 
Committee that it was essential to its work that it should 
not be a paid body at present. As to the expenses of the 
local committees, the idea was to apply for a lump sum 
at some future time. 

The riders were withdrawn. 


Women Doctors and the War Office. 
Dr. CHRISTINE MuRRELL (Kensington) moved: : 
That this Representative Meeting protests against the con- 
ditions under which the women doctors are serving with 
His Majesty’s forces, as being in conflict with the policy of 
the Association that no distinction be made on the ground 
of sex as regards the emoluments to be paid to women 
‘practitioners. 
She was informed that medical women in the home forces 
working under the War Office did not get the yearly 
gratuity, had no “service” reduction of income tax, no 
cheap travelling facilities when off duty, no ration allow- 
ance, and no pension, while sick pay was doubtful. She 
was not one of the women concerned, but she had no 
hesitation in appealing to men doctors to see that their 
women colleagues had equal conditions of service. 

Dr. GarsTANG seconded. 

Lieut.-Colonel Botam said that a civil medical practi- 
tioner, if working whole time in a hospital, could get 24s. 
a day, according to certain rates that were laid down, but 
he got no concession in the way of railway facilities or 
income tax, and was, in fact, in exactly the same position 
us the medical women of whom Dr. Murrell had spoken. 

Major McApam Ecctes (Marylebone) said that there 
were a number of lady practitioners who were purely 
civilian and were giving their services to the country. 
There were also a very few who were entitled to wear 
uniform, and had all the facilities of the male practitioner 
in uniform, while those not in uniform were in the same 
position as men not in uniform. 

After some further discussion it was agreed to instruct 
the Council to inquire into the conditions ander which 
women practitioners did military work, and if it was 
found that there was any conflict with the accepted 
policy of the Association, that no distinction on the ground 
of sex should be made as regards the emoluments to be 
paid to women practitioners, to press for the alteration of 
such conditions. 


Reappointment of Central Medical War Committee. 

The CHainMAN moved the reappointment of the Com- 
mittee with the same personnel, except that Major Russell 
Coombe should take the place of the late Lieut.-Colonel J. 
Michell Clarke. and Dr. C. H. Panting of Leyton the place 
of Dr. B. A. Richmond. Dr. Richmond had resigned from 
the Committee, having accepted office as one of the visitors 
of the National Service Ministry. The Committee in the 
future would have some exceedingly strenuous work to 
perform. It was a Committee which the Government 
now understood and consulted in all possible ways. 

Major ForHERGILL suggested that the words “ with power 
to fill vacancies,’ should be added to the motion, but 
the CuarrMan said that from the first the Committee had 
had the power to co-opt and had co-opted. Also on Major 
ForTHERGILL’s motion, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
to Dr. Verrall for his services during the past year. 


A STATE-AIDED MIDWIFERY SERVICE. 

Dr. T. W. H. GarstanG, as chairman of the Medico- 
Political Committee. moved the following recommendations 
of Council with regard to proposals for a State-aided mid- 
wifery service. They might seem to be self-evident pro- 
positions, but it was possible they might not seem so to 
the lay public; it was therefore thought well to ask the 
Representative Meeting to give them definite approval. 
I'he four sections were discussed separately. 


(i): That the British Medical Association is strongly opposed 
to any measures calculated to place the practice of normal 
midwifery solely in the hands of midwives. 

(ii) That ante-natal work should not be undertaken by mid- 
wives except in so far as this work is limited to advice on 
general domestic hygiene. Al! advice and treatment cf 
-any conditions likely to affect injuriously the health of 

’ the expectant mother or her child is the province of the 
medical practitioner, and any such condition known to 
the midwife should be immediately reported to the 
medica! practitioner. 

(iii) Tha4 steps be taken (a) to cal) the attention of the proper 

authorities to the national danger likely to arise from any 


== 
measures tending to diminish the practice of no 
midwifery by registered medical practitioners by 
of the loss of medical experiénce necessary to the 
tenance of the capability of medical practitioners to 
with abnormal labour, and (b) to point out that with the 
Jarge increase in the number of women medical studentg 
there is every reason to anticipate the existence in th 
near future of a sufficiency of duly qualified medi i 

oth as regards midwifery and ante-natal and natal 

_ care and treatment. 

(iv) That in any scheme for the improvement of the midwi 
service of the country it shall be provided that the privat, 
medical practitioners of the locality shall be responsible 
for any necessary clinical supervision of the Practiog 
carried on by midwives. ' 


With regard to (i) Dr. C. E. S, FLemmine (Salisbury) saiq 
that he was not opposed to the principle of the reoclatiaa 
but he objected to the manner in which it was put to the 
public, which disguised the inherent altruism and publig 
spirit of the profession. He moved accordingly. After 
some discussion Dr. Flemming’s amendment was i 
by i to 13, and the clause was subsequently amended to 
read : 


That while recognizing the urgent need for an improved mid. 
wifery service, the British Medical Association is of opinion 
that it would be gravely detrimental to the public interest 
that the — of normal midwifery should be placed 
solely in the hands of midwives. 


Dr. FLEMMING also moved to amend No. (ii) by substituting 
for the words “is the province of the medical practitioner, 
the words “can be properly given only by the medical 
practitioner,” in order to avoid creating an unfavourable 
impression in the minds of some people. 
Dr. Macponatp said that he regretted to differ from 
Dr. Flemming’s general position, but he was persuaded 
that the opinion of the Association was quite definite 
that antenatal work, save of the limited kind set ont 
in the recommendation, should not be undertaken by. 
midwives. 
‘The amendment was lost. J 
Dr. FLEmMiNG further objected to No. (iii), on the ground 
that it suggested that students might gain experience at 
the expense of parturient women. If any better service 
was possible, it should be adopted without reference. to 
its effect on the training of the younger medical men 
He believed there were means by which the midwifery 
service could be improved, and that practitioners could 
control it to a greater extent than was the case at 
present. 
Dr. H. F. OvpHam (Lancaster) said that, of course, 
doctors must learn the practice of midwifery in the homeg 
of the people as well as in the hospitals, but to put that 
forward as an argument why someone else should not de 
the work was to take up a false position. 
Dr. D. A. SHEAHAN (Portsmouth) said that when the 
medical men at present abroad were home again doctors 
would probably be glad to have midwifery. if 
An amendment to refer back was lost, and the original 
clause carried. 
In moving No. (iv) Dr. Garsrane said that they were 
trying to get into the suggested declaration as much 
control for the local medical profession over the practice 
of midwifery as, in his opinion, they would ever be likely 
to get—that is, that the private medical practitioners of 
the locality should be put in a position of official super- 
vision over midwifery cases attended by midwives more 
particularly when these cases were abnormal and beyond 
the capacity of the midwife. 
Mr. Bishop Harman said that there should be a 
reservation of this work for the private practitioner, 
and not for the whoie-time officer appointed ad hoe 


Major RussELL CoomBeE described the arrangements in’ 


Devonshire for inspecting midwives. Dr. C. H. Pantine 
thought that the whole-time officers of the county should 
inspect the midwives. Dr. FLEMMING said that the Local 
Government Board was subsidizing midwives in order to 
maintain what was called an efficient midwifery service. 
Dr. H. B. Brackensury pointed out that the resolution 
was drafted in order to get the work of the clinical 
practitioner in proper relation to any midwifery clinical 
service. Dr. J. Hunter (the Lothians) suggested that 
by placing midwives under the control of two separate 


medical men friction would arise. He thought it sufficient © 
for the midwife to be under the control of the medical — 


officer of health. 
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for a certain time afterwards. 


Dr. GarsTanG said that the paragraph was not con- 
with what the medical officer of health did. 
Midwives were not controlled by tle medical officer 
of health; they were simply inspected, and- might be 
reported on and punished. That part of the Midwives 
Act and its administration was not touclied in this re- 
commendation. In most counties the medical officer 
of health, who was responsible for midwives, never saw 
one personally from year end to year end. He was 
aD administrative and not an executive officer, and usually 
the Public Health Committee gave him a number of 
assistants who visited the midwives, but these only paid 
yisits about twice a year. It was in abnormal cases that 
supervision was specially required. At present the prac- 
titioer called in by the midwife under such circumstances 
had no particular further connexion with the midwife’s 
treatment; he was supposed to keep an eye on the patient 
The object of this sug- 
tion would be to give the practitioner called in a semi- 
official status. 
Clause (iv) was then carried. Dr. GarstanG said that, 
owing to lack of the necessary notice, these could only be 
rded as resolutions of the Representative Meeting, 
and not necessarily in the technical sense as the policy of 
the Association. 


MEpDIcAL REPRESENTATION IN PARLIAMENT. 

: Dr. GarsTANG, as chairman of the Medico-Political Com- 

mittee, then moved the recommendation of Council : 

That the Representative Body proceed to consider the desira- 
bility of the Association taking steps to raise a voluntary 
fund to assist the candidature of such members of the 
medical profession as may be approved as candidates for 
parliamentary seats. 

Divisions and Branches had been circularized as to the 
likelihood of success attending the inauguration of a 
fund by the Association for assisting parliamentary can- 
didatures; replies had been received to date from 115 
out of 215 home Divisions. Of the Divisions replying, 
47 might be taken as of opinion that success would 
attach to the inauguration of such a fund, 43 that it 
would not be a success, one Division on a postal vote 
was equally divided, 11 reported that they had arrived at 
no decision, and 13 were to meet shortly to deal with it. 
Anything that he said must be taken as his own ideas and 
not recommendations of the Council. His own feeling was 
that some attempt ought to be made to create this fund. 
If it succeeded they would have done a great and important 
work. If it failed they would have a practical answer to 
those members of the profession who for several years 
past had been constantly nagging at them to do something 
of the kind. 

Mr. Bishop Harman (Marylebone) said that the question 
was not an easy one, yet if anything was to be done, now 
was the time to do it, when parties were in a state of flux. 
His own Division asked the Council to take steps to 
initiate and raise a voluntary fund to assist approved 
candidatures, irrespective of political party. , 
The motion proposed by Dr. Garstane was carried, and 
the meeting then proceeded to discuss various riders 
involving more definite action. 

Dr. W. Jonnson Smytu (Bournemouth) moved: 

That the time has arrived when the medical profession should 

“-be more fully represented in the House of Commons. To 
this end financial aid should be provided when necessary 
for candidates approved by the British Medical Association 
from funds specially collected by it for this purpose. 

He believed that at the next election there would be twenty 
or thirty Labour candidates who would be medical men, 
and if the Labour party came into office or even into a 
- position of holding the balance of power, legislation might 
well be passed radically affecting the medical profession. 
The House of Commons would be deeply impressed by the 
so-called medical views of doctors representing Labour ; 
but was it likely that they would support the ideals of the 
Association? 1t wasan urgent matter that the Association 
should do something to support approved candidatures. 
Dr. H. F. OtpHam (Lancaster) regarded the proposition 
as. utterly impossible. They might subscribe as much 
money as they liked, and pay any member of Parliament 
what subsidy they pleased, but the member would owe his 
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seat to the party that placed him there and to his con- 


stituents, not to the medical profession. If a man at any 
election put himself forward as representing the medical 
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profession, he would be defeated; let him come forward as 
supporting some political party or social movement, and lie 
would have a hope of success. What numbers could the 
general practitioners of the country muster as against the 
rest of the population? Even if they had a single vote 
in Parliament, what would that vote be worth? “A man 
talking in Parliament on medical subjects was a voice 
crying in the wilderness; the member had goi to play the 
political game. It would be’ wiser to use their resources 
in organizing the profession. Let them speak to Parlia- 
ment as a profession when any social or economic. ques- 
tion came up which affected them. If the Association 
could speak for the profession it would be listened to. 
When the public listened to them, Parliament must. He 
hoped they would have nothing to do with subsidizing 

An amendment, “ provided such candidates are general’ 
medical practitioners,” fell to the ground without a 
seconder. 

Dr. J. A. Macponap said that he did not agree with 
some of Dr, Oldham’s arguments. What they wanted. in 
the House of Commons was. a man who could speak 
officially for the Association as representing its view. 
There were certain men in Parliament who sympathized 
with the Association to some extent, but what was. wanted 
was a man who, when it came to a question of medical 
politics, was prepared to set aside his ordinary party 
associations. If the Association wanted this thing 
members would have to put their hands in their pockets. 

Major RusseLtt Coompe described the circumstances 
under which the chemists secured a representative in the 
person of Mr. Glyn-Jones. He had been of very great 
service in Parliament to the chemists whose organization 
had promoted his candidature. 

Lieut.-Colonel R. H. Exxior objected to the argument 
that medical practitioners could not hope for much 
because, compared with the rest of the community, their 
numbers were few. The matters they represented were 
in no way illustrated by the relative smallness of their 
numbers, but were questions affecting the whole popula- 
tion. It had been asked, What was one man’s vote in 
Parliament? But one man of the right sort might be the 
means of influencing a group. _ 

Dr. G. E. Hasire (Westminster) was not optimistic with 
regard to the collection voluntarily of £3,000 or £4,000. 
To begin with a collection of £500 would be an earnest of 
their determination. He would suggest that it ‘be left 
to the Council to support any suitable medical candidate 
irrespective of his party connexions. ‘The candidate 
should give his word of honour that he was entering 
Parliament with the purpose of expressing the views of 
the Association and the medical profession. This would 
be the small beginning of direct representation. _ 

Major ForHerGILt disagreed with the view that the first 
thing was money; the first thing was the man, The 
dubious result of the reference to the Divisions and 
Branches was due to the fact that no man was in view. 
The man whom he had in mind was Dr. Alfred Cox. 
(Applause.) The money would follow if they got the 
candidate. ‘ 

The CuairMaNn suggested that to the end of the rider 
should be added the words: 

And that the Council is hereby instructed to take such action 
as may best conduce to the attainment of this object. 

With this addition, the rider was carried, with two dis- 
sentients, and the Chairman said that this and the other 


riders would be referred to the Council. 


Dr. ALFRED Cox, O.B.E. 
At this stage in the proceedings the CHarrman referred 
to the fact that as a result of Dr. Cox’s work for the 
Central Medical War Committee he had been honoured by 
the King. (Applause.) They would join in giving: him 
very hearty congratulations, and also would send their 
congratulations to Miss Lawrence, whose work had bee 
of great value to the office. ert 
Dr. VERRALL (Chairman of the Central Medical War 
Committee) warmly seconded the motion of congratulation. 
He knew how thoroughly well deserved the honour was. 
Dr. J. A. MAcDoNAED associated himself with thé motion, 
which he desired to put on a broader basis. It was not 
merely on account of his work for the Central Medical War 
Committee that Dr. Cox was honoured. He. had come in 
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contact not only with the War Office but with other 

departments of the Government, and there also Dr. Cox had 

impressed the staff with the sterling work he had done. 
he motion was carried with acclamation. 

Dr. Cox, in responding, said he did not disguise his satis- 
faction and pleasure at the distinction the King had 
bestowed upon him, but the honour would have been a 
smal] thing in his eyes if he had not felt that it was shared 
by the Association to which he had given the best years of 
ite working life. He would convey the congratulations of 
tlie meeting to Miss Lawrence, M.B.E., who had furnished 
a brilliant example of the way in which women had risen 
to the occasion in the war. 


OONSTITUTION OF INSURANCE ACTS CoMMIWTTEE. 

The order of the meeting was varied to allow Dr. H. B. 
Brackensury (Chairman of the Insurance Acts Committee) 
to move the following recommendation of Council : 

That the Annual Representative Meeting amend the Schedule 
to the By-laws as to the constitution (other than member- 
ship ez officio) of the Insurance Acts Committee to read as 
follows: 

Otherwise Appointed. 
Members of the Association appointed as follows: 

6 elected (in the manner prescribed by the Representative 
Body) by the elected, Representatives of the Constituencies 
formed for the United Kingdom under By-law 33 - namely, 4 by 
all the elected Representatives (acting together) of the Con- 
stituencies so formed for England and Wales, and one each by 
all the elected Representatives (acting together) of the Con- 
Btituencies so formed for Scotland and for Ireland respectively ; 

22 lected by the 4 members ex officio and the above-mentioned 
6elected miembers of the Committee acting together, such 
»22 members to be nominated or qualified as under—namely. 


38 to be selected so far as possible on a territorial basis 
from among members nominated by the Local Medical Com- 
mittees and Panel Committees formed in Great Britain under 
the Insurance Acts; 

1 (being a member of the Staff of a Voluntary Hospital) to be 
nominated by the Hospitals Committee of the Association ; 

1 to be nominated by the Medical Women’s Federation ; 
ni oo nominated by the Society of Medica! Officers of 

Balth ; 

1 to be nominated by the Poor Law Medical Officers’ Asso- 
ciation of England and Wales; 

with power for the members appointed as above provided to 
co-opt as additional members such number (if any) of non-panel 
practitioners as shall be requirei to secure that 4 such prac- 
titioners shall be members of the Committee. 


Dr. Brackensury said that the essential thing they 
wanted to preserve on the Insurance Acts Committee was 
an effective and organic connexion with) the British 
Medical Association, and at the same time to allow a 
larger direct representation upon the Committee of the 
Local Medical and Panel Committees of the country. 
These statutory bodies, which represented insurance 
practice, not only could not be ignored, but the Associa- 
tion had no wish to ignore them. The present proposal, 
arising out of various resolutions of the Panel Conference 
last October, emphasized that point. The representatives 
of the Local Medical and Panel Committees under the new 
arrangement would be in a distinct majority instead of+a 
minority on the Insurance Acts Committee. The pro- 
position had been met by two opposite amendments on thie 
agenda—one by Brighton, pleading that nothing ought to 
be done, and the other by Sunderland, that they ought to 
go further and practically abolish the influence of the 
Association on the Committee altogether. The Council’s 
recommendation was a reasonable compromise. The 
Representative Body would elect six members of the Com- 
niittee instead of twelve as hitherto, while eighteen 
members would be nominated by the Local Medical and 
Panel Comwittees. It would be a disaster if the Panel 


Committees were to set up an entirely independent body 


to represent them centrally. 

Major Gorpon Ditt (Brighton) moved without comment 
an amendment proclaiming it unnecessary and undesirable 
further to extend the nominations to the Insurance Acts 
Committee by Panel Committees, and at the same time 
affirming the desirability of adding to this body repre- 
sentatives of other sections of the medical profession from 
time to time. 

Major ForHeRGILt, in supporting this amendment, dealt 
with the history of this subject, and argued that the 
Association had already gone as far in the way of con- 
cession as it ought to go. ‘Ihe name and finance of the 
Association were used in the Insurance Acts Committee, 
while yet there was a movement in a slow and insidious 
way to oust the Association element altogether. Of course, 
the Association wanted the co-operation of the com- 
mittees, but there was no guarantee that even now the 
rommittees would be satisfied. 
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Dr. F. Rees (Wigan) supported Dr. Brackenbury, ang 


‘and Panel Committees until such time as the eigliteer 
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thought that the non-extremists in the Panel at 
imembership would accept the Council’s 
r. J. W. Bone (Bedford) also supported 
mendation of the Council. He believed that 
Committees were steadily accumulating funds, and if me 
did not receive such increased representation ag Fs 
suggested, they would shortly take power to break iit 
from the Association by setting up a central body 2 eat 
their own. of 
The Brighton amendment was lost by a large raj 
and the amendment by Sunderland, to allot hs. - 
nominations to the Local Medical and Panel Coiiiite * 
was moved formally by the CuairMay, in the absence of tg |. j 
Representative, and lost also. si 
Dr. Brackenbury’s motion was then carried, ag 
further motions prescribing the rules of election of tle 
six miembers elected by the Representatives, and authorizi 
the continuance in office of the members of the Cotiinities of 
elected for 1917-18 on the nomination of the Local Medic) a 


representatives from the committees could bg of m 
ELECTION RETURNS. 


At the conclusion of the business on Friday, Jul . | 
the. MepicaL Secretary read the results of ‘ihe 
elections as follows: : 


Chairman of Representative Meetings: Dr. T. W. H. Ganrstane, 
Deputy Chairman of Representative Meetings: Major W. J. Grex, | Bgy 


Members of Council elected by Grouped Representatives (12), 
Major A. C. Farqunarson, North of England, North Lancashire ang step) 


South Westmorland, and Yorkshire Branches that 
Dr. I. W. JoHNson, Lancashire and Cheshire Branch. : f 
Lieut.-Colonel D.G. THomson, East York and North Lincoln, Mi liner 

Cambridge and Huntingdon, East Anglian, and South +} char 

rancnes. 

Dr. H.C. Mactirr, Birmingham, Staffordshire, North Shi Tam 
shire and Mid-Wales, and South Wales ‘and ‘Sroneuake King 
Branches. McC 

Mr. N. Bishop HarMan, Metropolitan Counties, Inner Group., hosp 


Dr. R. LANGDON-Down, Metropolitan Counties, Outer Group. ° : 
Dr. W. JoHNSON SMYTH, Bath and_ Bristol, Gloucestershire, Weg | Liew 
Somerset, Worcestershire and Herefordshire, Dorset and Wes | a br 
ajor E. R. Oxford and Reading, Surrey, SoutWer 
Major G. F. Cueristir, Aberdeen, Perth, Northern Co > Bain. | 
burgh, Dundee, and Fife Branches unties. Adin.) Colo 
Dr. C. E. ROBERTSON, Glasgow and West of Scotland, Botde | 2ear 


r. J. Mitus, Connaught, Leinster, and h-E i Tr 

PM nn South-Eastern of Treland at tl 
Dr. J. S. DARLING, Munster and Ulster Branches. : keisu 
Members of Council elected by Representative Body under Bylaw %i(a,| h 


Mr. E. B. TURNER. was 
Dr. T. JENNER VERRALL. , 


Members of Insurance Acts Committee elected by Representatives, help 
Dr. H.G. Darn, Dr. J. KE. P. Davins, Major E. K. Dr. 820 
CRAWFORD TREASURE. England and Wales. and 
Dr. JoHN HUNTER, Scotland. 
Dr. J SINGLETON DARLING, Ireland. 


“The restriction on the amount of paper available gi: 
compels us to postpone the publication of other ‘séctions| , > 


Dr. E. J. DoMVILLE. 
Major ALBERT Lucas. 


of the report of the Annual! Representative Meeting.} 
| men. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. and 


Tue eighty-sixth Annual General Meeting of the Briti 
Medical Association was held in the Connaught Rooms 


AuuBurt, K.C_B., F.R.S., President of the Association, w 
in the chair. 

The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting w 
confirmed, and Messrs. Price, Waterhouse, and Co. w 
reappointed auditors. 


AWARD OF STEWART PRIZE. 
Sir Cuirrorp ALLBUTT, the President, said that . 
objects of the Stewart Fund were in the main to encour 
researches into the origin and spread of epidemic dis 
After a very careful consideration, in which he had 
honour of taking part, it was decided that the m 
prominent and excellent work of the last year was 
research by Major (as he then was) Robert McCarris 
I.M.S., into the physiology and pathology of the thyrdl 
gland and the parathyroid glands and tlie light he 
thrown on the epidemiology of goitre. Sir Clifford Allb 
said that he had himself for many years been collecti 
materials on Graves’s disease and goitre with a vague 1 
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bury, ang | some time of producing something very much less | Indian Medical Service will present as good if not a better 
Om Mitigg aj such a treatise as had come from Lieut.-Colonel | career in the future than it has ever done in the past. 
Me ag g yeCarrison ; therefore he was not wholly unfit to pro- | The Secretary of State for India, it is true, may change, 
ance With others a judgement upon this work. Those | but this personal promise of the present Secretary of 
h€ recom. | cho had read the book would realize the great importance | State will remain on record. The British Medical 
he Pang } yihe researches and their far-reaching value to public | Association, with its powerful Journan, and through 
nd if they and clinical medicine. The development of research, of | its able Editor, has been, and I trust ever will be, 
| 88 Wag | yhich this was so admirable a specimen, showed the | an ever-present help in time of trouble for the Indian 
Way | .»couragement now being given to research in all the | Medical Service. Your Editor’s knowledge of the service 
body of | yrvices, among others the Indian Medical Service. . | conditions is vast; his experience of officers in the service 
aint "Jn Colonel McCarrison’s absence in India the prize was | is great, his sympathy is wide, his ear has often heard 
Majority, | esived on his behalf by Major-General Sir Havelock | tales of woe and of the fardels that disgruntled officers of 
venity-four ¢harles, G.C.V.O., I.M.S., Medical Adviser to the Secretary | the service boar. I have never before had the opportunity 
mMinittees, | of State for India. of telling an editor in public what I think of him. 
Mce Of the | Sir HAVELOCK CHARLES said that it gave him very great | (Laughter.) But 1 thank him both on behalf of myself 
me pleasure to receive this Stewart Prize on behalf of his | and my service. He has done us well. 
88 Were | jrother officer, Colonel McCarrison. ‘The prize, in his Lastly, Sir, partly as representing my service, I desire 
on Of the | pinion, was thrice honourable. It honoured its founder, | possibly to disabuse this meeting of tle opinion that might 
athorizi jy that it encouraged research, which was what he desired; {| have arisen from some statements that have been made 
Jorn mittes the British Medical Association was also honoured, in that | with regard to the present condition of research in India. 
al Medical | {iat body had been chosen as the judge of merit; and it | There was a time when proper laboratories did not exist. 
> eiglitter| jpnoured the recipient in that his labours for the welfare | ‘There was a time, just as in London, when the surgeon 
CoUld bg of mankind had been crowned with honourable recognition. | proceeded to the operating theatre clothed in a bloody 
| | Very few could go through this world amongst its man frock-coat. I have seen it in London, for I go back so 
troubles unattacked by criticism, and few could go pefimnee far, and I saw it in India. It no longer exists. Laboratories 
July 26th, ihe world without a pat of sympathy on the back, The | at that time there were none. In the year 1899 this British 
1€ Various | British Medical Association that day had given a pat of | Medical Association held a meeting at Portsmouth. I was 
, | sympathy on the back of Colonel McCarrison. at that time in India, but a paper of mine was read at that 
rstane, | +! first met him (Sir Havelock Charles continued) in | meeting, and I will read part of the conclusion to show 
J. Gram, | Egypt in 1916 when I was inspecting hospitals there. He | what I was driving at: 
és (12). was then registrar of a hospital in Alexandria that had I think it will be admitted that the money Government has 
cauhire and stepped in in a crisis and had saved that crisis; in spent upon the anatomical buildings in Lahore and Calcutta 
that hospital Mrs. McCarrison was in full charge of tho | will be in the end amply repaid, not only by the influence for 
linen, blankets, medical stores, and “comforts.” I was that a help. be of practical 
th || charmed with the neatness, orderliness, and cleanliness. | °°" ents, but will help, by example, in furthering the building 


Jam pleased to say that Mrs. McCarrison now carries the 
i | King’s medal for her work in Egypt. (Applause.) Major 
McCarrison, as he then was, fulfilled his part in that 
hospital with such merit that he was made a Brevet 


Wey | Lieutenant-Colonel. It was a high honour, Sir, to be made 
t and Wes} a brevet for work in the field. This shows that Coionel 
, Sdtitier, McCarrison, who was distinguished in and had imagination 
. 4. ‘| for research, had also practical ability in time of need. 
ities, Edin} Colonel McCarrison began this research work in a valley 
nd, Botde | near those mountains known as Hindu Kush, which means 
ot “the mountains that kill the Hindu” kushtan,” to kill), 
' at the north-west corner of the Himalayas. It was his 
. .» |kisure time that he occupied in this research; he carried 
Taw | his routine duties also. Helping him in this research 
was Mrs. McCarvison, and, without any derogation to 
raLt. , | McCarrison, it can be said that he owes a great deal to the 
ntative, | Nelp he has received from his wife. Colonel McCarrison 
u, Dr. WR} 8an officer that any service can be proud of, aud he has, 
- Jand merits, the esteem of his brother officers. 
availible The Indian Medical Service. 
» glee Sir Havelock Charles then turned to another subject. 
ing Idesire, he said, to thank you in my own name and in 
‘4s | that of my service—to thank this great body of medical 
men, the British Medical Association, especially its Naval 
ad Military Committee and its able chairman, Colonel 
ne Britis Elliot, I.M.S.—for tlic continuous interest they have 
t Room manifested in my service,.and for the able manner in 
Cireel which on a recent occasion they approached the Secretary 
tion, a of State for India. I have the honour to be Medical 
ym] Adviser to the Secretary of State for India. I know 
‘ing Se Jersonally that lic wishes this Association nothing but 
Ce ke vell. Your deputation will bear me out in saying that we 
are happy in having in our Secretary of State a man of an 
= mind and with a breadth of thought to appreciate 
e relationship of medicine to modern government. That, 
that # I think, Sir, is a very great thing. There are many 
ance members of governments who do not appreciate this 
» diel telationship. ‘There may be room for reform in medicine ; 
had ‘dl there is certainly often a necessity for reform in govern- 
tlie al ‘ment. I give you a message from the Secretary of State 
wit to-day. _He wants the best men you can give him, and he 
Cartisog his side promises that the labourer will get_a worthy 
hire, and have opportunities for clinical work and research 
+ he ma country where the possibilities of these are unsur- 
a Altbaif passed. or such as go there a carcer full of interest and 
oll & position not without honour will await them. The 
&etyicoe is not dead yet....Mr. Montagu -premises: that, as 


fax as in him as Sccretary of State for India lies, the 


of laboratories and museums for the various branches of medical 
study, as the benefits derived in the anatomical side become 
manifest even to those who will not see. 


I had said earlier in that same paner : 


It has been my lot on two occasions to have to combat open 
opposition and veiled obstruction, to have to upset the senile 
argument that ‘‘men have got on well under the old systein, 
why change?” to have to force the hand of Government, and, 
overcoming the inertia of officialism, compel attention to the 
disgraceful condition of the accommodation for anatomical 
teaching. 

IT thought I was safe in India when this was said so far 
away. I was not safe in India. Froma high authority I 
received a letter stating that he had been debating in his 
mind whether I should not be held up for censure to the 
Government of India. I said in reply that as long as I 
possessed the confidence and affection of my patients in 
hospital and my students, it was a matter of indifference 
to me what censure the Government of India should pass 
upon me. (Applause.) The egg was then made to stand 
on end, and much of the water of research has flowed 
under the bridge of opportunity since those days. My 
former colleague Sir Pardey Lukis, when Director-General of 
tie service—his death has been a sad loss—was the means 
of establishing the Indian Research Association, togethe: 
with its Jowrnal. Both of these are well endowed by the 
Government of India at the present day. The only difficulty 
since its establishment has been in obtaining a sufficient 
number of scientific workers of a suitable standard. Here 
is a field, the harvest is ready, and the money is there; we 
want the labourers. There are now—in the year 1899 
there were not—research laboratories at Bombay, Kasauli, 
Madras, and Rangoon, schools of tropical medicine at 
Calcutta and Bombay (these schools, of course, are closed 
at the present time, when the men forming their staff are 
at the war, but the moment the war is over they will 
be reopened), Pasteur institutes at Kasauli, Shillong, and 
Coonoor, and a malarial bureau at Kasauli. And all these 
institutes are thoroughly equipped with special facilities 
for post-graduate work in medical research. But previous 
to all this, India was not devoid of workers in medical 
research. I almost feel, in the Janguage of Jesus Son 
of Sirach, “* Come, let us talk of great men "—of the work 
of Semple on rabies, of Acton and Knowles on the anti- 
venenes, of Mackie on relapsing fever, of Donovan on kala- 
azar, of Glen Liston and Lamb on plague, of Rogers on 
dysentery and liver abscess, of Greig on cholera, of 
McCarrison on goiiro. 


work done is deserving of the thanks of the Government 


_ Did time, permit I could prove. 
‘that not only is India a land for research, but that the 
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of Maia, and, what is more, of the respect of the medical 
profes:¢on in this country. 

The CHarrMAN oF Council, in expressing the thanks of 
the meeting to Sir Havelock Charles, regretted the absence 
on unavoidable business of Colonel Elliot, chairman of 
the Naval and Military Committee. He said that they 
knew in Ireland what it was to have a Charles on their 
side, and upon that useful ally the British Medical 
Association could congratulate itself. 

The Eprror, who was called upon, said that the great 
interest he had always felt iu the welfare of the Indian 
Medical Service only partially justified the too flattering 
references to the little le had been able to do. Dr. Dawson 
Williams went on to observe that the character of the 
important official position now held by Sir Havelock 
Charles was worthy to be noted by the meeting. The 
predecessors of Sir Havelock Charles at the India Office 
had been, not the medical advisers of the Secretary of State, 
but chairmen of the Medical Board which was concerned 
chiefly with invaliding. As the importance of medical 
considerations to good government became better appre- 
ciated that position had been changed. Mr. Austen 
Chamberlain took a long step forward when he appointed 
a Medical Adviser to the Secretary of State for India 
charged with the duty of advising him on all matters 
affecting the health of the people of India, and with the 
right to make representations direct to the Secretary of 
State. Sir Havelock Charles had now been relieved of 
certain other routine duties, and he was at present in a 
position towards the Secretary of State for India analogous 
to that which in the future some member of the profession 
must hold towards the coming Minister of Health. 

The thanks of the meeting to Sir Havelock Charles were 
conveyed by acclamation. 


THE PRESIDENTSHIP. 

The CHarrmMAn or REPRESENTATIVE MEETINGS reported 
the re-election of Sir Clifford Allbutt as President for the 
ensuing year, and in doing so testified to the pleasure and 
pride of the Association in having Sir Clifford still in 
its chair. He was sure that Sir Clifford looked upon tie 
Presidentship of the Association as an honour, and every 
one of the members thoroughly believed that Sir Clifford 
highly honoured the Association in accepting the position. 
He was not an ornamental President merely, but one who 
took his part in the work of the committees and did every- 
thing in his power to further the Association’s interests. 

Sir CiirrorD ALLBUTT, who was received with hearty 
acclamaticn, said that it was pleasant to him to receive 
such very kind expressions, and not less an honour to be 
appointed President year after year. He believed he would 
hold the record—certainly he held it.up to the present— 
amceng all the Presidents of the Association for the number 
of his re-elections. He was painfully aware that during 
all this time he had been a sort of embryo President, but 
he might, perhaps, have the honour of regarding himself 
as a standing symbol of the hospitality which Cambridge 
would one day have to offer. On behalf of his University 
he could assure those present that, impoverished though 
Cambridge would be at the end of the war—he was not 
thinking merely of money, but of resources—nevertheless 
the spirit would be there to give the Association a most 
cordial reception when the opportunity arrived. (Applause.) 

The business of the Annual General Meeting then 
concluded. 


Dabal and Military Appointments. 


_ ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Tae following appointments are announced by the Admiralty: 
Fleet Surgeon G. G. Borrett to the Temeraire. Temporary Surgeons 
J. J. Keatley to Portsmouth Dockyard, C. R. T. Thompson to the 
Impregnable, G. Attwater to the Albion, C. E. Hetherington and R. H. 
Reece to Haslar Hospital, H. V. Edwards and A. §. Green to Chatham 
Hospital, N. B. de M. Greenstreet, C. E. Cobb, E. N. Corry, H. Morrison, 
and A. D. Wall to Plymouth Hospital, P. Southam to the Cuesar. ‘To 
be temporary Surgeons: H. D. Morse, W. J. McClintock. 


NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 

To be Surgeon: W. A. Dymond. To be Surgeon Probationers: A. 8. 
Bradlaw, J. O. Green, F. C. Madden, D. C. Sullivan, M. J. Heney, I. E. 
7 lg J. Walters, R. W. Stephens, G. L. Chambers, J. C. R. 

is. 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Major-General (temporery Lieut.-General) C. H. Burtchaell, C.B., 
C.M.G., is appointed an Honorary Surgeon to the King, vice Lieut.- 
General Sir A. T. Sloggett, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., K.C.V.O., retired pay. 


Temporary Colonel Sir Thomas Crisp English, K.C.M.g (Ca 

R.A.M.C.T.F.) relinquishes his temporary commission on rey 
and is granted the honorary rank of Colonel. POSting, 


ieut.-Colonels to be acting Colonels :—Whilst emplo 

Directors of Medical Services of Divisions: A.M. Macy sisal 
FitzGerald G. FitzGerald, D.8S.0. Whilst employed ag Asa 
Director-General of Medical Services, British Armies in p fay, 


To be acting Lieut.-Colonels whilst in command of a Medical yp; 
Captain (acting Major) M. O. Wilson, from January 24th to March nik: 
Major J. M. H. Conway, D.8.0., Major A. K. Reed. oh 23rd, 

ieut.-Colonel E. B. Knox relinquishes the temporary rank 
Colonel on reposting. — ot 

Majors relinquish the acting rank of Lieut.-Colonei on repog:: 
H. B, Kelly, D.8.0., C. W. O’Brien, R. F. M. Fawcett, 

Officers relinquish the acting rank of Major on reposting: Capi: 
F. G. A. Smyth; temporary Captains S. J. L. Lindeman, ¢ gq 
Sutherland, M.C., E. R. D. Maconochie, R. M. Handiieldjone’ & 
Upcott, E. Biddle, M.C. ; 

Captains (acting Lieut.-Colonels) to be Majors: G. H. Stevenso, 
D.S.0., W. H. Morsyth, E, B. Lathbury, C. Scaife, E. D. Caddell, Me’ 
W. E. C. Lunn, M.C., L. Bradish, D.S.0., W. J. E. Bell, D.8.0. ¢ W 
Bowle, W. I. Thompson, D.S.0., E. C. Phelan, D.S.0., MC, 3.7 
O'Keefe, M.C., E. J. Kavanagh, D.S.O., M.C., O. C. P. Cooke,” 

Captains to be Majors: A. C. Amy, A. H. Heslop, D.S8.0., W, Mitchel 
E. J. Elliot, E. Gibbon, J. R. Foster, A. M. Benett, G. P. A. Bracken’ 


Majors R. W. D. Leslie, D. M. Corbett, and J. A. Bennett. Breve 
Major (acting Lisut.-Co‘onel) B. Johnson, D.S.O. Acting Majors 7, y 
Browne and C. H. Denyer, M.C. Temporary Major D. T. Mac arthy, 

To be acting Majors: Captains A. C. Jebb, C. Kelly, M.C., ©.C. Jones 
(from January 4th to May 16th), A. R. Wright, D.S.O., 'T. D. Inch. M¢ 
J.J. H. Beckton, T.L. Fraser. Temporary Captains: W. W. Welly 
C. M. Kennedy, C. MeM. Wilson, M.C., R. L. Scott, G. Richardson’ 
W. H.W. Attlee, A.J. Blake, M.C., H. B. Walker, M.C., F. R. Brown, 
R. V. Dolbey, W. J. Pearson, M.C., R. H. Lucas, M.C., J.S8. Joly, 4. B 
Rayner, L. Leslie, H. V. Leigh, H.J. Milligan, M.C., M. Donaldson, 
Temporary Lieutenant P. Murphy. 

Temporary Captain James B. Robertson, M.B., is dismissed the 
service by sentence of a general court-martial, June 25th, 1918. 

The notification in the London Gazette of January llth, 19% 
regarding temporary Captain J. R. Currie is cancelled. : 

Temporary Lieutenants to be temporary Captains: F. Penny, N, B, 
Walker, O. Marshall. H. MacKenzie, D. MacKinnon, A. P. Nicolle, 
C.K. A. Goddard, B. V. Ward, J. H. Clatworthy, H. C. Malleson, W, 
McDonald, J. Jenkins, J. A. Vaientine, H. Daw, J. W. Trevan,J, 8, 
Trench, W. B. Blandy, R. Jamison, T. E. Banister, A. B. Robertson, 
G. W. Stephens, G. W. Pope, G. C. F. Roe, J. P. Brennan, C. G. 
Winter, D. McGregor, J. R. Watson, C. Bernard, W. E. Procuniey, 
R. R. H. Wonnacott, H. H. Stiff, C. Visger, J. B. Fearn, C. W. Freeman, 


W. R. Blackwell. Taney 


Jones, 


R. R. Wade, H. C. Martin, E. D’A. McCrea. 

To be temporary honorary Captains: Temporary honorary Liev. 
tenart J. F. Cooper, J. Brereton-Barry, late temporary Captain 
R.A.M.C., whilst employed at the Welsh Hospital, Netiey. 

W. R. D. Dalglish, late temporary Lieutenant, is granted the 
honorary rank of Lieutenant. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE, 
MEDICAL BRANCH. 
Granted temporary commissions as Captains: L. S. Hooper (tem. 


employed), A. A. Wilkinson, R. E. V. Hale, T. H. James. 
Lieutenant D. Pennington to be Captain. 


Hennessy, I. H. L. Le Clezio, O. 8. Martin, O. P. Turner 


EXCHANGE. 
REGIMENTAL MEDICAL OFFICER, at present stationed in Northern 
Command, is desirous of exchanging to the London District. Any 
one wishing to exchange please apply to No. 2788, BRITISH MEDICAL 
JOURNAL Office, 429, Strand, W.C.2. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Hiidred, M.A., M.D.Cantab., M.R-C.P.Lond., Assistant 
Physician to the Westminster Hospital. 

BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND Eyr Hosritau.—The following appoint 
ments have been made:—House-Surgeons: K. S. Laud, L.M. and§. 
Bombay, and H. Khara3, M.B., BS. Resident Surgicai Officer: 
Ss. N. Kaul, M.3., Ch.B.Edin., vice V. D. Nimbkar, F.R.C.S., temp. 


.M.S, 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 
The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths is 68., which sum chould be Jorwarded with the notice 
not later than the first post on Wednesday morning in order to 
ensure insertion in the current issue. 


MARRIAGES, 


BURNHAM—PATERSON.—At the Parish Church, Langholm, on July 
23rd, by the Rev. James Buchanan, assisted by the Rev. David 


porary Major R.A.M.C., italian Expeditionary Force, second son 
of Henry Burnham, 11, Blacket Place, Edinburgh, to Marios 
Paterson, A.R-R.C., third daughter of the late J. W. J. Paterson, 
Terrona, and Mrs. Paterson, Eskbank, Langholm. 

SHANNON—KERR.—On July 17th, at St. Andrew’s Church, Wells Street, 
London, by the Rev. Walsingham Kerr, C.F., Captain F. Shannon, 
R.A.M.C., of Hornsey, London, N., youngest son of the Jate 
Thomas Shannon, of Chichester Park, Belfast, to Anne Muriel 
Shannon Kerr, youngest daughter of the late Rev. R. S. Kerr, 
Rector of Howth, Dublin, and grand-daughter of the late G. W. 
Shannon, of 12, Leeson Park, Dublin. 


Clement Edward Shattock, M.D., M.S., F.R.C.S., of Wimbledon, 
to Fede Margaret Mackenzie, M.B., B.S., of Genoa, Italy. 

—-LAMB.—On July 24, a& Holy Innocents’ Church, Fallowfield, 
Manchester, Charles Powell White, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.S., to 
Lettice Mary, second daughter of Professor Horace Lamb, D.8e. 


F.R.S., of the University of Manchester. 


Priuted and published by the British Medical Associaticn at their Oilice, No. 429, Strand, im the Parish of St. Martin-in-tue-Hields, in te County of London. 


porary Captain R.A.M.C., and to be temporary Major whilst specially 


Granted temporarv commissions as Lieutenants: C. Duggan. A. St, : 


» C. M, John, 
K. Batten, G@. Hugnes, H. T. Rymer, J. Valerie, J.P. Wells, J. P. Hosford, | 


Preston, B.D., Cecil Burnham, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.S.Edin., tem-_ 


SHATTOCK—MAcKENZIE.—On July 27th, at St. Ansclm’s, Kingsway; 
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